Mariners Lodge No. 385 — A New Lodge in Jacksonian New York City

In the telling of the tale of New York City's growth, Oliver Street does not attract exceptional
notice. It only attracts our attention because of the existence of a place called Union Hall, which



is where Mariners Lodge No. 385 held its earliest meetings. No trace today remains of the
Oliver Street that would have been familiar to any of the Brethren.
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Originally, fairly large tracts of City land were controlled by the DeLancey family, many of whom
were commissioned officers of the British Army up to the rank of General. One such was Oliver
Delancey, the man from which the street derived its name in 1819. The family joined

the diaspora of loyal British subjects following the conclusion of the Revolutionary War and left
the City.

The street then experienced first urbanization, then successive waves of gentrification and
abandonment. This has been true up to the present day: Oliver Street, which once extended
uninterrupted to the shore, has been truncated by the erection of public housing; the Smith
Houses, started in 1950, which required the demolition of any extant traces of that section of
the street. The row houses, as you head west, were built around 1910-1920.

Originally, the most notable building in the area wasn’t particularly distinguished; a plain, two-
story Georgian building, the Oliver St. Baptist church, erected in 1795 on two plots of land on
the north side of the street, this section then known as Fayette Street (which was part of the
farm of Hendrich Rutger, after whom Rutgers University is named). In 1822 it was renamed the



Olive Street church, when Oliver Street was extended to Chatham Square. And after it
burned down in 1843, it was rebuilt as the Mariner’s Temple Church, as it remains today.

Our first Worshipful Master, George Arnold, was a pilot by trade, a vital skill for the burgeoning
ship trade passing through New York, they having committed to memory the currents, channels
and obstructions of the waters that led, from the open sea, into safe harbor at one of the
multiple docks ringing the island.

Thomas Longworth’s “American Almanack” answered the need to locate an individual’s current
address. Published annually, it required legions of canvassers to go door to door, noting the
name of the principal householders and their profession, often listing both business and home
address when different. Tracking someone down could still be a task, there being no reverse
directory. Br. Arnold, for example, lived at 39 Roosevelt in 1820, 9 Batavia 1822-24, 7 Doyer in
1825, 100 Oliver 1829, 96 Oliver 1830, and 40 Oliver in 1833, all in a 5 square block radius.
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* Listof Lodges in the city of New-York and its vicinity, with their oflicers and time and place of meeting.
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Union Hall was already a familiar meeting spot for the Brothers who came together to petition
the City Grand Lodge for the Charter to form Mariners Lodge No. 385. Longworth's Directory of
residents for 1824/25 was the last to feature a section on the Masons of New York, listing
Lodges, officers and meeting places. Of the thirty-Otwo Lodges in the city that year, nine met in
Union Hall (the other main locations being St. John’s Hall, Tammany Hall, and City Hotel).

One of the frustrating aspects of any historical research is that primary resources usually won’t
answer the question that a student or historian most wants answered. This is certainly the case
with Mariners Lodge and Union Hall. We know the name of the building and we know it was
prominent in this neighborhood. But it is often the things generally known that are never
noted, and such is the case here. Longworth's names the building in the above illustration, and
as shown below the minutes of the Lodge note it as the meeting place in every entry.




However, there is never any mention of the street address, nor the name of the proprietor
(who is always referred to, when negotiating a new lease, as simply the proprietor). Going
through consecutive years of the Directory, there are two likely candidates, and further
research should nail down which location is the correct location and proprietor. The first is
Edward Harris, who was located at 35 Oliver St. in 1825, near to the corner of Madison St., the
building listed as a refectory, or dining hall; the other was Selah Waterbury, located at 92
Oliver, NE corner of Cherry St., employment listed as tavern.

None of the other buildings on the street, nor a list of occupants compiled, would allow for
them to be considered as the location of Union Hall. In general, it would appear that the
streetscape was predominantly that of three-story buildings, commerce on the ground floor,
rooms to rent behind and above. There was a scattering of private residences as well, if the
enumeration residents is substantially correct.

Both of these addresses were located within a massive building, or rebuilding, of Oliver Street
that occurred in 1819/1820, as documented by the Longworth’s for 1820/1821 in its
addendum of addresses too late to enter into the main directory, the predominance of which
were the names and addresses on Oliver Street.

Just for context, the street would not yet been supplied by gas lights in 1825. The New York
Gas Light Co. had only been incorporated in 1823, and by 1825 only Broadway far to the

west had been completely lighted. This is also borne out by a regular expenditure of candles by
the Lodge to bs used for illumination.

In 1838, a committee formed of Past Masters Waydell, Moore and Harding chose a new
location for the Lodge to meet, in a new building owned by a Brother Barnes at Canal Street
near Broadway. Mariners Lodge said farewell to Union Hall April 25, 1838.
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W.. Leon Calafiore, Past Master



